A BREATH OF FRESH AIR REVITALIZES
THE U.S. OFFSHORE WIND SECTOR
President Biden’s administration is breathing new life into
the offshore wind sector across the United States, doubling
down on the level of power to be generated by 2030.
This is welcome news indeed - but what are the
likely consequences of these executive orders?

Making complex easy – theory through to practice
The offshore wind industry continues to grow rapidly with the expansion
of emerging and growing markets around the world. In each of the
markets, a robust permitting process, informed by a deep scientific
understanding, is critical to the long-term sustainability of the industry.
As the size, complexity, and more importantly, the number of projects
in each offshore area increases, so do the challenges associated
with permitting.
Successful permitting for complex marine infrastructure requires projects
to be developed in close collaboration between federal, state, and local
governments, developers, and stakeholders. As the industry ramps up,
working in partnership will be critical in avoiding delays to support the
industry’s success.
From theory through to practice, RPS has been working with
government agencies, developers and contractors, providing advice and
practical support to execute program delivery, safely and in compliance
– this gives us unique insight to support our client’s to meet their goals.
We recognize that the U.S. offshore wind industry is maturing rapidly.
And while offshore wind development is being predominantly driven
by state level commitments, the renewed impetus from the Federal
government places an even greater need for a clear and
consistent approach.

RPS, the right partner to help
navigate the complex regulatory
requirements for offshore
wind farm developments.
rpsgroup.com

RPS has successfully been providing permitting advisory services,
from the outset, across Asia and Europe and via our regulatory teams
and subject matter expertise in the United States. This breadth of
experience facilitates knowledge transfer through the lessons we’ve
learned in each market - ensuring the latest innovations, R&D, and
scientific understanding is applied to solve the problems that matter.

NAVIGATING
COMPLEXITY

DEEP EXPERTISE
AND CAPABILITY

Shaping the current regulatory environment

We are the sound choice in a sea of uncertainty

Over the last 15 years, the U.S. market has moved through the offshore
wind development cycle – from concept through to development
planning. And we’ve been there from the start, delivering strategic
studies and R&D support to BOEM, to underpin the development of a
sustainable industry, and more recently, supporting developers with
robust scientific advice.

It has never been more important to be aware of the potential
environmental impacts and regulatory requirements, to drive
towards the right technical solutions.

In the early phases of offshore wind development and planning, the
services we’ve provided included: ecological services modeling;
meteorological modeling to assess offshore wind farm siting; and
developing environmental and monitoring protocols for BOEM and
the states. A small selection of the projects we have delivered - across
HISTORY OF RPS IN OFFSHORE WIND IN NORTH AMERICA
24 lease and call out areas is shown on this timeline and below.

We work with our clients, supporting them to navigate the complex
federal and state permitting process. We deliver confident and
reliable approaches, with the right resources to design pragmatic
solutions to avoid permitting and regulatory bottlenecks.

Humboldt Call Area

New England
Aqua Ventus 1
Block Island Wind Farm
South Fork Wind Farm
Revolution Wind

RPS has been involved in the North American offshore wind market for over 15 years. In the early phases of offshore wind development and planning, the services
provided included, but were not limited to, ecological services modeling, meteorological modeling to assess offshore wind farm siting, and developing environmental
and monitoring protocols for BOEM and the states. Below is a selection of projects we have delivered over the last 15 years - across 24 lease and call out areas.

Bay State Wind
Park City Wind (Vineyard Wind II)
Vineyard Wind I

AWH Oahu

th Call Area

Progression
AWH Oahu

2005

Cape Wind Hydrodynamic &
Sediment Dispersion Modelling

2009

RI Ocean SAMP Environmental Services
& Meteorological Modelling

th Call Area

Beacon Wind

2011

Mayﬂower Wind Energy

BOEM NOPP Developing
Environmental Protocols
& Monitoring

Liberty Wind
Sunrise Wind
Deepwater One South

Morro Bay Call Area
Diablo Canyon Call Area

Empire Wind I and Boardwalk Wind (Empire Wind II)

2017 – present
Vineyard Wind
COP Support

2016

BOEM Offshore Floating Wind
Environmental Sensitivity Analysis

2013

BOEM EA for Offshore
Massachusetts

Atlantic Shores Oﬀshores Wind

Ocean Wind

BOEM Wind Energy Lease Areas
Skipjack

AWH Oahu

Oahu North Call Area

2019 – present

Avangrid Kitty Hawk
Environmental & Benthic
Sampling and Data Analysis

2019 – present

Atlantic Shores COP Support,
Environmental & Benthic
Sampling Campaign

2020

BP Due Diligence on
Equinor’s Empire Wind &
Beacon Wind projects

U.S. Wind and Residual Lease Area

Progression

Wind Energy Call Areas
Unsolicited Wind Energy Project, Proposed Area

Services delivered by RPS

AWH Oahu

Oahu South Call Area

BOEM Research and Development
Coastal Virginia Oﬀshore Wind
Dominion
Kitty Hawk

Site Investigation
MetOcean
Marine Surveys/ Reports
Data Management/Portal Development

We solve problems that matter

rpsgroup.com

CAPACITY TO MEET
OUR CLIENT’S NEEDS
We employ some of the world’s best offshore talent,
with deep local and international expertise
We understand there are, and will continue to be many competing
resource needs of the regulatory agencies and for developers. RPS
continues to grow to meet our clients’ needs - to ensure the best and
most knowledgeable experts in the field are available to move the
process of developing offshore wind projects forward, at pace, to
meet future demand.

KEY PEOPLE
Contact us
Rick Zeroka – Director of Permitting
Jill Rowe – Director, Ocean Science
Stephanie Milne – Senior Environmental Manager,
U.S. Offshore Renewables

RELATED SERVICES
Services
Oceans and coastal

Collaborative partnerships, within the industry, will be key to this sectors
success. We’ve been delivering for our client’s in offshore environments
for many years, and have established strong relationships with key
stakeholders and suppliers across the U.S.

RELATED SECTORS
Sector
Offshore wind
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